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Cassandra Downs is an Anglo-Australian and Stolen Generations affected woman raised on Wurundjeri Country in Naarm / Melbourne. She maintained an accomplished career in design until 2021, when she opted to take a break and focus on her ceramic art practice. In 2022, she transitioned into conservation and bush remediation, seizing a post-lockdown opportunity to reconnect with Culture and Country as an Aboriginal woman.



Now, in 2024, she is eager to reintegrate her diverse experiences into the design world, embracing new challenges and contributing to innovative projects with a focus on sustainable and accessible design. 






as an artist






Cassandra is a self-taught ceramic artist whose zoomorphic vessels explore the impacts of colonisation on the environment and identity of Australia. Her work, deeply rooted in her own generational experiences of cultural erasure, serves as a poignant exploration of resilience and reclaiming heritage.



Her artistic journey is one of resourcefulness and dedication, where she forges her own path from start to finish. From improvising tools to formulating her clay, from mending cracks and infusing lustre with sap, Cassandra invests months of meticulous labor into each vessel. Through the ancient technique of pit-firing, she imbues her sculptures with textured surfaces that whisper tales of resilience and adaptation. Each piece is a testament to her commitment to sustainability and embracing the organic imperfections inherent in the creative process.



In Cassandra's hands, her vessels transcend mere objects; they become vessels of meaning, breathing with life and imbued with a profound connection to both place and time. Through her art, she invites viewers to reflect on the intricate interplay between history, culture, and the enduring spirit of identity.
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as a designer






Cassandra is a seasoned user interface and experience designer known for her unwavering commitment to consistency and achieving design/development parity. On her most recent projects, she led the charge in revamping existing patterns, to create robust design systems from the ground up.



Driven by a passion for inclusivity, Cassandra prioritizes creating accessible experiences for all users. From implementing features for colorblind users to enhancing usability for those with mobility impairments, to pushing for accessible language for users with cognitive difficulties. Her meticulous approach ensures that every component, color, size, and shape in her design systems meets AA accessibility standards from inception.



Looking ahead, Cassandra is eager to continue championing inclusive design practices in future roles, seeking challenges that allow her to further advance accessibility and user-centric design principles.
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I reside on the unceded lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, and I pay my repects to Elders past, present and emerging. This respect is extended to all First Nations people who may be viewing this.



Always was. Always will be. Aboriginal land. [-o-]
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